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You may already know
that Operation Amazon
(OA) and Asas de Socorro
(ASAS), “Wings of Help” in
Brazil have developed a
partnership to build bio-
sand water filters using

concrete. The concrete water filter construction and process was
developed by a Canadian engineer. Samaritan’s Purse in Canada was
given approval to allow other non-governmental organizations to
produce the concrete water filters.

Operation Amazon and Asas de Socorro have built a small factory and
provided training to build and install the concrete water filters in the
Interior (jungle) outside of Manaus, Brazil. One of the problems with
the concrete water filters is they weigh over 175 pounds, and with the
filtering rock and sand they weigh over 270 pounds!

NEW PLASTICWATER FILTER DEVELOPED
THATWEIGHS ONLY 7 POUNDS!

OA had been researching to find a way to reduce the weight of the
water filters as well as to reduce the work necessary to produce the
concrete water filters. A priority for OA was to find an alternative to
the heavy concrete filters. What is needed for the Interior (jungle) was
a water filter that was light in weight, sturdy, could maintain consis-
tency in hot and cold weather, and the material would not leach into
the filtered water. Late in 2007, OA came into contact with an organi-
zation, International Aid (IA), that had recently been granted exclusive
approval through Samaritan’s Purse to contract the manufacture of a
plastic water filter. IA is a wonderful faith based organization helping
around the world. With the investment of over $1,000,000 (by
International Aid and the manufacturer) the plastic water filter has
become a reality.

Now the really good news! Another organization, called Living Water
International, (LWI) in Houston, Texas, contacted OA early this year about
assistance in shipping 2,250 of the plastic waters filters to Brazil. Through
a joint effort, LWI made available their resources to facilitate the purchase
and shipment of the plastic water filters to Manaus Brazil. OA is organized
in Brazil as ASSOCIACAO OPERACAO AMAZONIA, which is recognized
by the Brazilian Government as a not-for-profit organization and operates
legally within Brazil. OA is registered in the US as a 501(c) 3 not-for-profit
organization which allows tax deductible donations.

At SEA! A forty (40) foot sea container with the 2,250 plastic water filters
was loaded onto the ship in NewYork in early March. The water filters are
expected to arrive in Manaus, Brazil the middle of April. It will be such a
blessing to provide this “lightweight” valuable life saving device. Multiple
ministries will benefit from using the water filters as an introduction to
sharing the gospel in the Interior villages of the Amazon.

THERE IS AN IMMEDIATE
NEED! The filters cost $32.00
plus shipping from the manu-
facturer in Michigan. Funds
are needed in Brazil to man-
age, maintain, and distribute
the water filters by the mis-
sionaries in Brazil. Since the
filters use sand and rock as fil-
tering agents, the materials
must be purchased and
processed. In addition, the
cost of delivery by boat is a
large part of the cost because
of the price of fuel.

IMMEDIATE NEED
$25,000 TO DISTRIBUTE
THEWATER FILTERS

If you could help by sending funds to OA, 100% of the funds will be used
to get the water filters and the gospel into the jungles of Brazil. We
appreciate your prayers and financial support for this project to help
those less fortunate.

God Continues
To work

Miracles!
LIVING
WATER

THE MIRACLE OF A SEVEN POUND WATER FILTER

Water Filter Facts:
Sand Layers: 4

Filter Rate: 47 liters per hour
(up to 75 gallons/day)

Individuals Served: 8 - 10 daily

Weight: Approx. 7 lbs empty,
122 pounds filled

Assembly Time: Approx. 30 minutes

Filter Prep Time: The surface biological
layer forms naturally
in about 2 weeks

Life Span: 20+ years

A Conduit of Life to the People of the Amazon



Wilson and Lori Kannenberg are missionaries serving with Asas de Socorro (Wings
of Help) and Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) counterpart. Wilson was born and
raised in the interior of Brazil. He became a Christian at the age of 16, and attend-
ed 3 years of Bible school. Lori is an American who met Wilson in Brazil, and they
began their lives together 1984.

The Kannenberg’s have served Asas de Socorro in different areas of Brazil, but were
called to Manaus in 1995 to open a new flight program.Wilson is an ordained pas-
tor and serves as the Operations Manager for the missions’ flight programs in
Northern Brazil. They do evangelistic and clinic flights and research flights for
church planting.Wilson is also involved with the water filter program and is on the
board of Associacao Operacao Amazonia (Operation Amazon in Brazil). Lori is a full
timemom and is involved inmissionministries and the local church giving teacher
training seminars and teaching. Wilson and Lori are also quite involved in helping
American missions’ teams build churches and minister in the jungles of Brazil.
Wilson and Lori have three (3) children, Joshua, Jessica, and Julie, all who are, or
will be, attending the College of the Ozarks.

Wilson & Lori Kannenberg, Manaus Brazil

OA MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT

CURRENT EVENTS:
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The Ministries below are supported
through Operation Amazon in
Brazil. Please help support these
ministries by sending a donation to
the P.O. Box or by Pay Pal or credit
card at www.OperationAmazon.org.

Q. What makes this boat so unique?
A. The new boat which is 14.5 Meters long (approx. 45 feet) and 5.6 M wide

(17 feet wide) is being built completely out of high density aluminum. The new
boat will be lighter than the traditional wood boats so it will not need as much
water to operate in, allowing it to pull right up to the village banks.

Q. How is the new boat powered?
A. CAT in Sao Paulo has graciously donated one of Caterpillar’s most efficient

marine engine, the C-12. In addition, CAT Sao Paulo, has also donated the
transmission manufactured by the Twin Disc Company. These two donations
amount to over $ 105,000 USD. Praise God for His provision through Caterpillar
in Sao Paulo!

YOU CAN HELP! The new boat cannot operate without fuel and
a crew. In addition there are monthly charges such as docking,
Federal permits, insurance, etc.

THERE IS AN IMMEDIATE NEED OF $25,000 to help get the
water filters distributed to those in need. Funding has been pro-
vided for two new churches, but OA needs funds to get the
materials into the jungle.

If you can help with a financial contribution, please send your
US tax-deductible donation to Operation Amazon, P.O. Box 303,
Morton, IL. 61550

The new boat is 65% complete! New Life Christian
Church, InMorton, IL is funding the entire construction of
the new boat, minus the engine and transmission, and
some auxiliary equipment. The US dollar has lost almost
25% of its value against the Brazilian dollar since the start
of the boat construction. The initial expected cost has

definitely increased because of the weaken dollar, but
God has been faithful in supplying funds. Other organ-
izations have now graciously contributed for addition-
al needs, although funds are still needed. Once com-
pleted the boat will be used by Operation Amazon and
other ministries to deliver water filters, build churches
and schools, and provide support materials for min-
istry work in the Amazon jungle.

Praise God...
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